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There is also a Licensed Restaurant and Bar Lounge and a Lounge 
with colour television for our guests. 


Large parking area. 


THE LONDESBOROUGH 


Steak and Sherry Bars 


HIGH STREET, LYMINGTON, HANTS. 
Tel: Lymington 3088 


BADGER BEERS SHERRY FROM THE WOOD SELECTION OF WINES 


Resident Managers: Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Fisher 


QUALITY :— 
Meter units by British Physical 
Laboratories 

Solid state transducer systems by 
Siemens of Germany 
Calibration controls by Elma of 
Switzerland 

Integrated electronic circuits by 
Texas and R.C.A., etc., etc., etc. 


PERFORMANCE :— 
1st Twincy Trophy... Racketeer 
1st Solent Points Class Ill... 
Gambling 

1st West Solent Points... Aquila 
1st North Sea Race... Ballad 


Write for details of our full product range:— 
*U.K. Price *Plus V.A.T. 


MARINER ELECTRONICS ((\/) 


P.O. Box 51, Southampton, SO9 7DR. Telephone (042 129) 2529) 


44 


“ST. MICHAEL’S ™ 
HOTEL 


Telephone: Lyme Regis 2503 reception — 3579 guests 


A charming Hotel with first class food and service, situated on 
high ground in a central position just above the quaint, historical 
and picturesque town of Lyme Regis. The sea, shops, and bus 
station are all quickly reached by a 2-3 minute walk. 


The main part of the hotel faces south overlooking the sea and 
commands views of the famous old Cobb (harbour) and the magnifi- 
cent stretch of coastline from Lyme to Portland Bill, a thirty mile 
panorama that has few equals. 


The bedrooms are light, airy, well furnished and extremely comfort- 
able. All have hot and cold running water, and interior sprung 
mattresses. 


The Dining room is large, well appointed and bright. Good food 
varied menus of attractively served dishes are our speciality. 


@ Sun Lounge and garden overlooking the sea 
@ Dogs are welcome, but please not in Public Rooms 


@ Packed Lunches and Children’s Suppers 
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@ Acharming celler bar licensed to residents 
and for drinks with food. 


POUND STREET O LYME REGIS O DORSET 


W. G. LUCAS € SON 


SAILMAKERS AND 
YACHT OUTFITTERS 


BROAD STREET 
PORTSMOUTH PO1 2JF, England 


Telephone: 26629 


ESTABLISHED OVER A CENTURY 


W.H. Hooper & Son Ltd. 


FISH SALESMEN AND SALMON AND LOBSTER 
COMMISSION AGENTS FACTORS 


BILLINGSGATE MARKET 
PORTSMOUTH 


Telegrams: Hooper, Billingsgate, Portsmouth Telephone: 21428 21429 


SEA-CREST BOATS 


BOAT BUILDERS 


96 Sandbanks Road, Poole, Dorset 
Telephone 745080 


Bristol Abattoir Equipment Company 


(BRISTOL SAW-CHINE CO. LTD.) 


and 


Boats Fittings Go. Limited 


(THE PENTA CENTRE) 


are at: 


Russell Town Avenue, 


Lawrence Hill, 
BRISTOL, BS5 9JQ 
Telephone (STD 0272) 557054/5 


Devenish Y 


WEYMOUTH & REDRUTH 
BREWERS 


are privileged to be associated 
with the crews of the 
Royal National Life-Boat Institution 


e% We hope the crews concerned 
enjoy Devenish Beers in their 
off-duty periods, they deserve the best. 


a a 


W. L. BUSSELL & Co. 


YACHT & BOAT BUILDERS - SHIPS CHANDLERS 


also 


Stockists of :- 
MARINE PAINTS 
LITTLE SHIP PAINTS 
CAMPARI DINGHIES 
CRESCENT ENGINES 
CALOR GAS 
CAMPING GAZ 
ROPES 
FITTINGS 
Suppliers of Footwear and Clothing 
Emergency Repairs and Yacht Rigging 
Yacht Care and Attention 


Hope Quay 
Weymouth Telephone: 
Dorset Way (03057) 5633 


34 


James & Stone (Brightlingsea) Ltd 


Waterside, Brightlingsea, Colchester 


BUILDERS OF HIGH QUALITY COMMERCIAL CRAFT 
SPECIAL PURPOSE DESIGNS AND BUILDING UNDERTAKEN 


Telephone 020 630 2633/4 
Telegrams: JASON, Brightlingsea 


LAUNCHES AND WORKBOATS OUR SPECIALITY 


PLEASE REMEMBER THE R.N.L.I. 


Life-boatmen don’t put to 


sea for pleasure 


Half the time they’re 


rescuing those who have 


YACHTSMEN AND WOMEN 
(and indeed ANYONE) who likes 


LEISUREWEAR 


Find a wonderful selection and huge stock of EXCITING and PRACTICAL 
clothes at 


“SHIPMATES” 


Even if it is one of those “difficult-to-get” things—like 
GENUINE GUERNSEY sweaters or ‘,HUSKY” thermo- 
insulated clothing — THEY’RE HERE! You have nearly 
4000 pairs of slacks & jeans to choose from, eight 
makes of sailing wear, and everything for the Ladies 
from evening skirts to bikinis. 

Bring the whole family and see for yourself! The shop 
that is certainly unusual—you’ll be welcome at 


SHIPMATES 


6/7 QUAY HILL, LYMINGTON, HANTS 
(TEL. 2765) 


THE STORY OF THE LIFE-BOAT 1974 


SOUTHERN DISTRICT 


ANBURY 


@ OXFORD 


@READI 


SWINDON@® = @ NEWBURY 
SOUTHERN 
DISTRICT 
ALISBURY @ é 

SOUTHAMPTON 


Lymington 
Mudeford 


Lymg Regis 


@ Life-boat stations 
ma Inshore Life-boat Stations 


She Wiedhim Hotel AA! 


Fully Licensed Egon Ronay Recommended 


Telephone: 


Bembridge 2875 


we 
& BEMBRIDGE, ISLE OF WIGHT, Poss sux 


Solent Marine Systems wells Fumess Ltd.) 


RADAR AUTO PILOTS 
VHF/SSB 
AUTO D/F NAV. AIDS 


SALES INSTALLATION SERVICE 


Linden House, 
Station Road, 
New Milton, 


Hants. BH25 6Jd Tel. New Milton 616376 


Congratulations to the 


RNLIon the occasion of 
its 50" anniversary 


ard 1973 


Bank End Bideford 

Devon England 

Telephone Bideford (023 72) 5508/9 
Telegraphic address : BIDSHIP DEVON 


72’ Lifeboat ‘City of Bristol’ built at Bideford 


n times gone by 
n ages dark, 
When men made do with stone and bark, 
The English home, albeit stout, 
Was not so much to shout about. 


The scene is changed, 

And now today 

The wise man goes the Marley way. 
With Marley ceilings, Marley floors, 
Partitions, plumbing, Marley doors, 
The rain will slide from Marley roof 
To Marley gutter. Weather proof! 
And snug the car in garage dry 

By Marley — who also supply 

A really super vinyl fence 

(That needn’t cost you all your pence)! 


Our products seem to grow and grow; 
We’ve opened shops and stores, you know! 
So those who care about their home — 
Cottage, castle, pleasure-dome — 

Know that with each Marley touch 

That famous name will add so much. 
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The Duke of Kent, President of the RNLI, with the Duchess of Kent and the Lord Mayor 
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Cover Picture 


The cover picture for 1974—the RNLI’s 150th year—is reproduced from an old coloured lantern slide believed to 
have formed part of ‘the first advertising campaign for RNLI on magic lantern sign’ mounted in 1904-5. The lantern 


slide was found in Somerset and was passed to the RNLI for preservation by the South West office of the Institu- 
tion at Bristol. 
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INTRODUCTION TO 
“THE STORY OF THE LIFE-BOAT” 


1974 is being celebrated as ‘The Year of the Life-boat’. It was on March 4th, 1824, that a meeting 
was held in the London Tavern presided over by the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Manners 
Sutton. At this meeting it was resolved that the body now known as The Royal National Life-boat 
Institution should come into being. 


In the pages which follow something of the history of the RNLI and of its achievements, is 
told. The record is a truly remarkable one and we strongly commend the new official history of 
the life-boat service entitled The Life-boat Service—A history of the RNLI 1824—1974 by Oliver 
Warner, published in 1974 by Cassells. 


Nearly 100,000 people owe their lives to the existence of the service, and the stories of some 
of the acts of gallantry which have resulted in rescues are among the finest in the nation’s tradition. 


In his book Life-boats and Life-boat People, also published to mark ‘The Year of the Life-boat” 
Patrick Howarth writes: 


‘There was for instance the great overland journey of the Lynmouth life-boat in January, 
1899. A vessel was in distress in Porlock Bay but conditions were such that no boat could 
be launched from Porlock beach. The people of Lynmouth with the help of horses transpor- 
ted their life-boat up Countisbury Hill, which has a gradient of one-in-four, across the open 
moor through the night and the gale and down the almost sheer descent of Porlock Hill 
before launching. A comparable overland journey was carried out at Whitby in 1881, the 
hazards on this occasion being increased by frozen roads deep with snow, which in places 
rendered the horses useless. 


At Whitby, too, one of the greatest of wartime rescues occurred when the hospital ship 
Rohilla went ashore in 1914. Life-boats put out from Whitby, Upgang, Scarborough and 
Teesmouth and a new motor life-boat made a journey of forty-four miles from Tynemouth 
to take off the last fifty men still aboard the Rohilla. 


In the Republic of Ireland people still tell the story of how the crew of the Ballycotton 
life-boat in County Cork were out on service for sixty-three hours in a south easterly gale 
in February, 1936 before rescuing the crew of the Daunt Rock lightvessel. 


In more recent years there was the joint rescue effected by the life-boat from Rosslare 
Harbour in Southern Ireland and the life-boat from St. David’s in South Wales in 1954, 
when the twenty-thousand ton Liberian tanker World Concord broke in two. 


The Mumbles life-boat in South Wales rescued the crew of the Dutch motor vessel Kilo 
in a force 10 gale in November, 1963. The Kilo had reported a fire in her deck cargo of 
sodium drums, and Coxswain Derek Scott, who was in command of the Mumbles life-boat, 
said the impression given by forty-five-gallon drums of sodium bouncing about on the sea 
was that the sun had risen in the middle of the night. Weather conditions were such hail- 
stones seemed to be striking the crew horizontally’. 


These are only a few of the episodes in the history of a service dedicated to the saving of life, 
irrespective of race, colour or creed, and supported entirly by voluntary contributions. 
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chosenas standard lifeboat equipment by the R.N.LI. 


For further information about Beaufort products, including buoyancy aids 
and Sportsboats (super-safe and lots of fun!), please write'to 


Beaufort (Air-Sea) Equipment Ltd., Beaufort Road, Birkenhead, Tel: 051-692 9151. 


Dad looks for action. Mum fancies a picnic. 
The kids opt for fishing, swimming ... or just having funina 
boat. That's why Dell Quay Dory is today’s ideal family 
choice. It fits in happily with just about anything 
you want to do...and carries you safely, 
anywhere. Her triple-vee, fast-flared hull gives a 
smooth, stable, dry ride at all speeds. Her moulded- 
in foam buoyancy will support everyone, and your 
gear, whatever happens ! And that hull is glass 
fibre —tough for many years of maintenance-free 
life — light for easy towing and launching. Dell 


Wadham 


, 4 Stringer 
(Dell Quay) Ltd.,_ 


Quay Dory comes in three sizes — small family, : Clovelly Road, 
big family, and ‘bring your friends along !’ i , 2 Southbourne, 
Hop in and try one out, soon. / ? Emsworth, Hampshire, 

‘i seein . PO10 8PE. 


H eo Send me your colour 
] folder on the Dory family, 
outboard motors and trailers. 


Tell me about the handsome 
credit terms, too. 
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Wadham Stringer (Dell Quay) Ltd. 


Clovelly Road, Southbourne, Emsworth, Hampshire P010 8PE. Tel: Emsworth 5221 


Launch of a life-boat in the early nineteenth century; painting by Luke Chennell 


Saving Life at Sea 


‘Valour and virtue have not perished in the British race’, said Winston — 
Churchill fifty years ago, describing the long record of the national 
life-boat service 


Patrick Howarth 


Man’s readiness to risk his own life by 
putting to sea to rescue others in danger 
is one of the most attractive of human 
characteristics. Examples of it have been 
recorded in different centuries and continents, 
and at different levels of civilization. In 1639, 
for instance, a Dutch whaler was wrecked off 
the coast of Spitsbergen and the crew sent up 
distress signals. Three boats immediately put 
out to the rescue and the lives of nineteen 
men were saved. The local inhabitants were 
reported to have bathed the feet of the ship- 
wrecked men in warm brine and to have 
given them meat and drink and beds. In the 
same century, a French ship ran aground off 
the coast of Martinique and the account of 
the wreck states that the ‘savages’ of Mar- 


tinique put out in canoes and rescued the 
crew. 

There is a common belief that, before there 
was any recognized organization for saving 
life at sea, ships in distress round the coasts 
of Britain were wholly at the mercy of 
wreckers who were interested only in gain. 
The legends of wreckers who tied misleading 
lanterns on to cows’ tails in order to guide 
vessels on to rocks make colourful reading, 
but, in fact, there is a long and authenticated 
history of deeds of life-saving by boatmen. 

Henry Fielding recorded of the hurricane 
of 1703, when thirteen warships were lost, 
that sixty-four men were saved by one Deal 
lugger, and some 200 more appear to have 
been saved by other boats. It was at Deal, 
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too, in 1675 that Henry Teonge, a chaplain 
on board one of His Majesty’s ships, entered 
in his diary an account of a scene he had 
witnessed on the beach, when a curious 
form of artificial respiration was applied to 
a man who had been ‘hauled out, and there 
lay on the stones for dead’. 

Prince Peter Kropotkin, the distinguished 
Russian anarchist, believed this readiness to 
rescue others at sea was an instinctive one 
and an example of the practice of mutual aid, 
of which he had found so much evidence in 
both human and animal life. In the preface 
to his work entitled Mutual Aid, which was 
published in 1902, he described how he had 
spent more than two hours in the Brighton 
aquarium watching a Molucca crab, which 
had been accidentally imprisoned under an 
iron bar, being rescued by its comrades. 

An example of mutual aid among human 
beings to which Kropotkin frequently called 
attention was that of the crews of the Royal 
National Life-boat Institution. In Mutual Aid 
he describes a conversation he had with a 
Kentish life-boatman, whom he had found 
badly. bruised and half frozen after an 
attempted rescue in which the life-boat had 
capsized twice. Asked by Kropotkin what his 
motives were, the life-boatman replied: 


‘I don’t know myself. There was the 
wreck; all the people from the village stood 
on the beach, and all said it would be 
foolish to go out. We never should work 
through the surf. Then, all of a sudden 
through the storm, it seemed to us as if we 
heard their cries—they had a boy with 
them. We could not stand that any longer. 
All at once we said ,‘“We must go!’’’ 


Such famous voyagers as St Paul and 
Ulysses might well have found boatmen 
ready to go spontaneously to their rescue, 
but the history of organized life-saving at sea 
is comparatively short. No boat appears to 
have been built for the specific purpose of 
rescuing people from shipwreck before the 
late eighteenth century, and the first national 
organization charged with this task came 
into being in 1824. 

In 1765 the French Controller-General of 
Bridges and Embankments, Monsieur de 
Berniéres, carried out experiments with a 
small boat described as un canot insubmersible 
et inchavirable. The boat was fitted with air 
cases at stem and stern. She floated when 
filled with water and could right herself 
quickly when overturned. Trials with this 
boat continued over some years, including a 
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demonstration in August 1777 at the gate of 
the Invalides in Paris before a distinguished 
gathering. What Berniéres was aiming to 
produce was a boat with the essential charac- 
teristics of a life-boat; but as no boat which 
he built appears to have been used for life- 
saving purposes, he can hardly be credited 
with the distinction of having invented the 
life-boat. 

More effective in their outcome were the 
experiments carried out by a coach-builder 
named Lionel Lukin, who was born at 
Dunmow in Essex in 1742. Lukin, was 
a prolific inventor, who bought a boat of the 
kind known as a Norway yawl, carried out 
certain modifications to her and tested her on 
the Thames. After receiving direct encourage- 
ment from the Prince of Wales, later King 
George IV, he took out a patent for this boat 
which he described as “‘unimmergible’. He 
then entrusted her to a Ramsgate pilot, who 
seems to have used her mainly for smuggling 
and at no time for saving life. 

An experiment Lukin made with a second 
boat, however, came to the attention of the 
administrator of a charitable trust, Dr. John 
Sharp, Archdeacon of Northumberland and 
perpetual curate of Bamburgh. The trust, 
which had been founded by Nathaniel 
Crewe, Bishop of Durham, in 1704, was 
responsible for a number of charitable works. 
A document can be seen today in Bamburgh 
Castle in Northumberland, dated Christmas 
Eve, 1771, and entitled: 


‘An Account of the Signals made use of 
at Bamburgh Castle in the county of 
Northumberland in case Ships or Vessels 
are perceived in Distress, and of the 
charitable Institutions established there 
for their Assistance and Relief, now 
published by the Direction of the Trustees 
of Nathaniel, late Lord Crewe, with the 
Approbation of the Master, Pilots and 
Seamen of the Trinity-House, in Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne.’ 

Detailed instructions follow of actions to 
be taken in time of storm or in case of ship- 
wreck. During storm periods two men from 
the castle were to patrol the coast on horse- 
back from sunset to sunrise and keep watch 
for vessels in distress. A large ‘speaking 
trumpet’ was provided for communication 
with ships, and shipwrecked seamen could 
be housed for a week or longer. As an ex- 
tension of these activities, Dr. Sharp invited 
Lukin to provide him with a converted 
fishing boat. The boat was stationed at 
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HENRY GREATHEAD, Who built the first life-boat in 1789 


Bamburgh in 1786 and served for a number 
of years as a life-boat. 

Lukin died in his ninety-second year at 
Hythe in Kent. At his own request, his tomb- 
stone bore the words: “This Lionel Lukin 
was the first who built a Life boat.’ Lukin 
designed a number of life-boats during his 
long life, but his earliest boats were con- 
versions and were not designed from the 
outset as life-boats. For this reason the claims 
of others to have invented the life-boat have 
to be considered. 

In March 1789 a ship named the Adventure 
of Newcastle was wrecked at the mouth of 
the Tyne. From the shore, a few hundred 
yards away, her crew could be seen dropping 
from the rigging into the sea, and nothing 
could be done to save them. This appalling 
catastrophe induced the members of a 
private club known as the Gentlemen of the 
Lawe House to place an advertisement in the 
Newcastle Courant, offering a prize of two 
guineas for the best model of a life-boat. 

Among the contestants was the parish 
clerk of South Shields, William Wouldhave, 
who was inspired to produce his design by 
seeing a woman who had just been drawing 
water from a well. She did this with a circular 
wooden dish, which automatically turned 
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the right way up whenever it was placed in 
the water. The adjudicators of the contest 
decided that Wouldhave’s model, which is 
still preserved in South Shields, entitledhim 
to only half the prize. Two members of the 
adjudicating committee, Nicholas Fairles and 
Michael Rockwood, modified the design 
somewhat, and the building of the boat was 
entrusted to a local boat-builder named 
Henry Greathead. This was almost certainly 
the first boat designed from the outset as a 
life-boat and used as such. She was completed 
before the end of 1789 at a cost of under £80 
and remained in service until 1830, when she 
was dashed on rocks and broken in two. 
She served to save some hundreds of lives. 

On Wouldhave’s tombstone, too, the 
claim is made that he was the inventor of 
the life-boat, but it was Greathead who 
received the material awards. Parliament 
voted him £1,200, and the Society of Arts, 
Trinity House and Lloyd’s all awarded him 
substantial sums. 

Who invented the life-boat is a question 
which cannot be answered with absolute 
assurance, but there seems little doubt that 
Bamburgh has an authentic claim to have 
the world’s first life-boat station. Any doubt 
that exists derives from the uncertainty of 
what may or may not have happened in 
China. Reports have been in circulation for 
some time that the Chinese established a life- 
boat service in the eighteenth century, but 
hitherto no western historian has succeeded 
in ascertaining the full truth. 

Bamburgh’s fame as the site of the world’s 
first life-boat station is not widespread, and 
the town is much better known for its 
connexion with another event in the history 
of saving life at sea. It was in Bamburgh that 
Grace Darling, the daughter of the keeper of 
the Longstone lighthouse, was born. The 
rescue carried out by father and daughter, 
who on September 6th, 1838, put out in a 
coble and saved nine survivors from the 
steamer Forfarshire, which had run aground 
off the Northumberland coast, is perhaps as 
celebrated as any other single act of rescue 
at sea in the history of mankind. 

In 1785, the year before the establishment 
of the Bamburgh life-boat station, the first 
organization concerned with giving help to 
the shipwrecked came into being in the 
United States of America. This was the 
Massachusetts Humane Society, a voluntary 
body which built shelter huts for the ship- 
wrecked at different points on the east coast 
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of the United States. The Society established 
its first life-boat station at Cohasset in 1807. 
In the middle of the nineteenth century 
Congress appropriated funds to build life- 
boat stations along the New Jersey coast, but 
it was not until 1871 that the Secretary of the 
U.S. Treasury was authorized to employ 
boatmen to man the stations. It was one of 
these boatmen who was believed to have been 
responsible for the saying now familiar in 
the U.S. Coast Guard: ‘The regulations 
book says you have to go out. It doesn’t say 
anything about coming back.’ The USS. 
Coast Guard, the oldest of the nation’s sea- 
going armed forces, became responsible for 
the country’s life-boat service in 1915, when 
the Revenue Cutter Service and the Life- 
Saving Service were merged. 

In Britain the establishment of the life- 
boat stations at Bamburgh, at the mouth of 
the Tyne and elsewhere in the late eighteenth 
century was the result of private local 
initiative. The first major national organiza- 
tion to concern itself with providing life- 
boats was Lloyd’s. This was largely due to the 
personal concern shown by John Julius 
Angerstein, who was the Chairman of Lloyd’s 
for a number of years, and whose private 
collection of pictures served as the nucleus 


for the National Gallery. In 1824 it was 
estimated that there were thirty-nine service- 
able life-boats around the coasts of Britain 
and Ireland. Of these Lloyd’s had provided 
twenty-five. 

One of the earliest life-boats was stationed 
at Douglas in the Isle of Man. A member of 
her crew was Sir William Hillary, a traveller 
and man of letters of unusual distinction. As 
a young man, Hillary had been appointed 
equerry to the Duke of Sussex and had 
accompanied him to Sicily and Malta. Here 
he developed two interests which were to 
remain with him for the remainder of his 
life. He sailed an open boat round Sicily and 
Malta and became personally friendly with 
the Grand Master of the Order of the 
Knights of St John of Jerusalem. 

After losing most of a considerable fortune 
through the failure of his West Indian sugar 
plantations, Hillary went to live in the Isle of 
Man for reasons of economy. As a member 
of the Douglas life-boat crew, he showed 
outstanding gallantry. In 1830 the mail 
steamer St George was wrecked in a Novem- 
ber gale. The Douglas life-boat put out to the 
rescue, and conditions were such that Hillary 
himself was washed overboard and six of 
his ribs were fractured. Nevertheless, he 


Douglas life-boat to the rescue of the mail-stemer St George, November 1830; Sir William Hillary was awarded a 


gold medal by the R.N.L.I. 
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carried on with the work of rescue, and the 
whole of the St George’s crew of twenty-two 
were saved. 

As an energetic pamphleteer, Hillary 
offered a number of valuable proposals in a 
pamphlet which he entitled Suggestions for 
the Improvement and Embellishment of the 
Metropolis, including the construction of ‘a 
grand approach’ from Whitehall to West- 
minster Abbey. He also advocated the 
Christian occupation of the Holy Land by 
the Knights of St John of Jerusalem. The 
most celebrated of his pamphlets, however, 
was entitled An Appeal to the British Nation 
on the Humanity and Policy of forming a 
National Institution for the Preservation of 
Lives and Property from Shipwreck. In this 
pamphlet, first published in Douglas in 1823, 
he produced what was in effect a blueprint 
for the organization of the Royal National 
Life-boat Institution as it exists today. ‘Will 
it for a moment,’ he asked, ‘be capable of 
belief, that there does not, in all our great and 
generous land, exist one National Institution 
which has for its direct object the rescue of 
human life from shipwreck ?’ 

Through the good offices of certain 
Members of Parliament, including in par- 
ticular Thomas Wilson, M.P. for the City of 
London, a meeting was held at the London 
Tavern on March 4th, 1824. The Archbishop 


‘A return to Ramsgate’, about 1890 
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of Canterbury, Dr Manners Sutton, presided 
and it was he who moved the resolution: 

‘that an Institution be now formed for 
the Prevention of Life in cases of Ship- 
wreck on the Coasts of the United King- 
dom, to be supported by donations and 
annual subscriptions; and to be called the 
“National Institution for the Preservation 
of Life from Shipwreck’’.’ 

Other distinguished persons present also 
moved resolutions which were duly adopted. 
One of these was William Wilberforce, who 
proposed ‘that medallions or pecuniary 
rewards be given to those who rescue lives 
in cases of shipwrick’. Another was Captain 
George Manby, the inventor of the line- 
throwing mortar, who proposed: 

‘that maritime countries or districts, the 
principal sea-ports, and the inland counties 
of the United Kingdom and the British 
Isles, be earnestly invited to form district 
associations, as branches of this Institution, 
for the purpose of promoting donations 
and subscriptions, and for assisting to 
carry its general objects into effect.’ 

This meeting served therefore to bring into 
being the body which, perhaps a little un- 
fortunately, was at first called the Shipwreck 
Institution, but is now known as the Royal 
National Life-boat Institution. 

Later in the same year two other new life- 
boat organizations were established. These 
were the North and South Holland Institution 
for Saving the Shipwricked (NZHRM) which 
undertook to provide a rescue service on the 
Dutch coast north of Scheveningen, and the 
other, the South Holland Institution for 
Saving the Shipwrecked (SHRM), which 
accepted responsibility for the remainder of 
the Dutch coastline to the southward. The two 
bodies were formed within a few days of 
each other in November 1824. They still 
remain separate, although they work closely 
together. 

Having been formed in 1824, the Royal 
National Life-boat Institution and the Dutch 
Life-boat Societies understandably chose 
1974 as a year of celebration, marking as it 
does 150 years of voluntary service in saving 
life at sea. The formal opening of the 
R.N.L.I.’s celebrations in ‘the Year of the 
Life-boat’ would, it was decided, take the 
form of a service in St Paul’s Cathedral on 
March 4th, at which the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, following in the footsteps of his 
predecessor, Dr. Manners Sutton, undertook 
to preach the sermon. Cardinal Heenan and 


The 


ALENANDRA 
TOWING 


Co. Ltd. 


incorporating 
Liverpool Screw Towing 
Company Limited 
J.H.Lamey Limited 
Britannia Towing Co.Ltd. 


For harbour and coastal 
towage 


: oa “ Sil iota 


oR et oe ALSO AT: SOUTHAMPTON 
CASTLE CHAMBERS, 43 CASTLE STREET, LIVERPOOL, L2 9TA. | SWANSEA: PORT TALBOT 
Tel: 051—227 2151 (Day & Night) Telex: 627265 Grams: Kestrel Liverpool and GIBRALTAR 


19 


clear-view 
screens 


see you 


through safely, 
whatever the 
conditions 


Kent Meters Limited 


Clear-View Screen Division 
the GEORGE KENT group 


Dallow Road Luton 
Bedfordshire England LU1 1ST 
Telephone 30193 Telex 825367 


Cables & Grams Kentdal Luton 


the Moderator of the Free Church Council 
also agreed to participate, and a Rabbi of the 
Jewish faith was invited to read a lesson from 
the Old Testament. The climax of the Dutch 
celebrations was fixed for November 1974, 
and, as a form of joint celebration, it was 
arranged that an international life-boat 
exhibition should be staged at Plymouth for 
four weeks beginning on July 19th, 1974, and 
that a similar exhibition would be held in 
November in Amsterdam. 

The Royal National Life-boat Institution 
was established as a voluntary service and it 
remains a voluntary service today. There was 
a period from 1854 to 1869, however, when 
because of shortage of funds, the Institution 
had to turn to the Government for financial 
help. An annual subsidy was received from the 
Mercantile Marine fund, which amounted 
originally to £2,000 a year and was later 
increased. As is the normal practice of 
Governments when granting money, some 
degree of governmental control over its 
expenditure was demanded. Among the 
conditions laid down was that the principal 
officer of Coastguard or some official of the 
Board of Trade should be a member of the 
local committee of every life-boat station and 
that all applications for payments should be 
countersigned by him. It was generally 
agreed that this type of bureaucratic control 
was bad for efficiency; and in a letter of 
studied courtesy to the Board of Trade the 
committee of the Whitby life-boat station, for 
example, expressed the opinion that any 
‘compulsory’ addition to the committee 
might ‘create jealousy and affect the 
unanimity which had hitherto prevailed’. 
The grant of a Government subsidy also had 
an adverse effect on the raising of money by 
voluntary contributions, and it was at the 
R.N.L.I.’s own request that in 1869 the 
subsidy was discontinued. 

The question of possible nationalization 
of the life-boat service was raised again in 
the late nineteenth century, when a former 
Member of Parliament, E. H. Bayley, whose 
personal motives were, in fact, rather dis- 
creditable, launched an attack on the whole 
administration of the service. This led to the 
appointment of a Select Committee of the 
House of Commons in March 1897 to 
examine every aspect of the life-boat service. 
Its findings were summarized in the state- 
ment: 


“Your Committee see no ground for 
recommending that the life-boat Service 


19 


Capt. Manby’s invention, to throw a rope to a wrecked 
ship; early nineteenth-century baok plate 


should be taken over by the State, so long 
as it is maintained as efficiently and success- 
fully as at present by public benevolence.’ 


The Royal National Life-boat Institution, 
which operates in the Republic of Ireland as 
well as the United Kingdom, is by no means 
unique in operating a voluntary life-boat 
service. The same principle is adopted in the 
Netherlands and Sweden. In Germany there 
was a voluntary life-boat service before 1939; 
the service was re-established in the Federal 
Republic after the war under state control, 
and in the 1950s the German Life-boat 
Society of its own volition reverted to an 
entirely voluntary system. 


In 1972 a conference was held of a number 
of European life-boat societies at Malmo, 
when the delegates unanimously expressed 
their belief in ‘the overwhelming advantages 
of the voluntary system for the provision of 
an efficient and economical service’, while 
accepting that in some countries ‘there were 
grounds for receiving financial support from 
central or local government’. 

Greathead’s life-boat depended on oars 
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and the muscle power of the men who 
rowed her. Sailing life-boats soon followed, 
but it was not until 1890 that the first steam 
life-boat came into service. Only six steam 
life-boats in all were built, and in 1904 the 
first petrol engine was fitted into a life-boat. 
Diesel engines came into use in 1932 and all 
life-boats today are driven by twin screw 
diesel engines. 

From Greathead’s 30-foot rowing boat to 
the modern 52-foot Arun class life-boat, 
driven by twin engines each developing 
375 brake h.p. at 2,200 revolutions per 
minute, fitted with medium frequency and 
very high frequency radio, direction finding 
equipment, radar and echo sounder, tech- 
nological progress has clearly been consider- 
able. Nevertheless, certain qualities in the 
life-boat service remain constant, the chief of 


which is dedication to the principle of 
voluntary service. 

Fifty years ago the Royal National Life- 
boat Institution celebrated the 100th anniver- 
sary of its foundation. Among the events 
organized for that year was the first inter- 
national life-boat conference ever to be held. 
Another event in the R.N.L.I.’s centenary 
celebrations in 1924 was the holding of a 
dinner. In one of the speeches made on that 
occasion perhaps the most resounding and 
memorable words written about a life-boat 
were uttered; ‘It drives on,’ the speaker said, 
‘with a mercy which does not quail in the 
presence of death; it drives on as a proof, a 
symbol, a testimony, that man is created in 
the image of God, and that valour and virtue 
have not perished in the British race.’ The 
speaker was Winston Churchill. 


Reprinted from the March issue of “History Today” 
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The British steamer Magdapur sunk by enemy action off Aldeburgh, Suffolk, on September 10th, 1939. It was the 
first wartime service carried out by the RNLI. The photograph was taken by the then motor mechanic of the local 


life-boat 


THE LIFEBOAT SERVICE 
IN TWO WORLD WARS 


by Christopher R. Elliott 


The Royal National Lifeboat Institution, 
which depends entirely on voluntary con- 
tributions, was founded in 1824 and has now 
saved over 98,500 lives in peace and war. 
Sir William Hillary, the founder, built the 
lifeboat service on sound principles, and the 
purposes he- listed all those years back 
remain in being today: 
The preservation of human life from ship- 
wreck, help to ships in distress, the succour 
and support of the rescued, regardless of 
nationality, rewards to those carrying out 
rescues and provision for the widows and 
families of those losing their lives in attempts 
to help others. 
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In the two world wars of this century 
(1914-1918, 1939-1945) the RNLI, despite 
many pressures, maintained a_ splendid 
record of impartiality on the lines of Sir 
William Hillary’s principles of 1824. Indeed, 
during the early months of World War II, 
the RNLI faced criticism from those who 
felt that enemies should be left to drown. In 
1940, when it was feared that German airmen 
might attempt to overpower lifeboat crews, 
rifles were carried for a time but were 
eventually withdrawn. Steel helmets, on the 
other hand, were a necessity. The following 
summaries suggest why. 
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The old Wells 
lifeboat Royal 
Silver Jubilee 
1910-1935 taking 
local RAF pilots 
for a trip in 
March, 1940 

by courtesy of— 
Planet News 


A painting by 

L. F. Gilding 
showing alife-boat 
of the RNLI and 
an RAF Lysander 
aircraft arriving 

to rescue a 
ditched bomber 
crew 
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On October 4, 1940, the Lowestoft, 
Suffolk, lifeboat was launched to a Junkers 88 
which had been shot down by British fighters 
east of Southwold, but only oil patches were 
found. A naval motor vessel which helped in 
the search was machine gunned by another 
German aeroplane, but the lifeboat was 
unharmed. 

Then, when an American Fortress bomber 
was reported down, the Wells, Norfolk, 
lifeboat was called out on November 29, 1943. 
While the lifeboat was out, batteries on shore 
twice fired machine guns. But the fire was not 
directed at the lifeboat: it probably came 
from troops at exercise who could not be 
forewarned that the lifeboat was in the 
neighbourhood. 

An attempt by escaped German prisoners 
of war to steal a housed east coast lifeboat 
was, in fact, the nearest the enemy came to 
taking over an operational RNLI craft—but 
it failed. 

During the period 1914-1918 lifeboats 
belonging to the RNLI saved nearly 5,000 
lives, and of this number over 1,600 were 
rescued from casualties directly attributable 
to the war, lifeboats having launched over 
500 times to such casualties alone. The 
record during the period 1939-1945 was 
equally impressive: 3,760 calls of which 2,212 
were to ships and aircraft in distress or danger 
on account of the war. The weekly average 
of lives saved in World War I was 18; in 
World War II it was 21. 


The sinking off Aldeburgh on Sunday, 
September 10, 1939, of the steamship 
Magdapur of 8,640 tons saw the RNLI’s first 
war service. It was the second Sunday of the 
war and apparently thousands of holiday- 
makers saw the sinking ,which was due to a 
U-boat, after a loud explosion about five miles 
off the coast. When the explosion occurred a 
column of water shot into the air alongside 
the steamer, and she began to go down 
rapidly. Her crew numbered between 80 and 
90, mostly Lascars, but there were 18 English- 
men aboard. Other ships went to the assist- 
ance of the Magdapur, owned by P. and J. 
Brocklebank, of Liverpool, and built in 1921 
and two of them took off her crew soon after 
3.20 p.m. 


Riddled ventilating pipe from the Eastbourne lifeboat Jane Holland after visiting Dunkirk in 
1940, and (below) special war artist Bryan de Grineau’s impression of the Dunkirk evacua- 
tion in full swing. An RNLI life-boat is arrowed —by courtesy of Illustrated London News 
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Original reports held by the RNLI referring to the rescue on September 3rd, 1940, of Pilot Officer Richard Hillary 
of the family of the RNLI’s founder, Sir William Hillary 
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Finally the Aldeburgh lifeboat brought 
the 18 white men and 56 Lascars ashore. The 
local ARP services were mobilised to deal 
with the injured, several of whom were in a 
serious condition. Nine had to be brought 
ashore on stretchers. The others, though much 
exhausted, were able to walk. All were 
smothered from head to foot in black oil. 

The lifeboat Abdy Beauclerk was covered 
with oil and blood, but she was cleaned, 
refuelled and ready for service by 8 p.m. that 
day. As the lifeboat crew’s clothes were 
badly damaged by oil, an increase in the 
usual money award was granted to the men. 

The terse wartime reports of lifeboat 
services preserved in the RNLI archives give 
little evidence of what lay behind many of 
the incidents. 

Take, for example, the following summary 
for December 18, 1939: ‘Cromer, Sheringham 
and Wells, Norfolk. An aeroplane had been 
reported down in the sea, but she could not 
be found.—Rewards: Cromer, £39 13s. 6d.; 
Sheringham, £37 14s.; Wells, £30 9s. 6d. 

On that day a raid mounted from East 
Anglia proved disastrous. Ten Wellingtons 
crashed in the sea or were seen on fire heading 
for the Dutch coast, two more ‘ditched’ on 
the way home, and three more were so badly 
damaged that they forced landed away from 
the base. Altogether 15 bombers were lost 
and Dceember 18th, 1939, was long remem- 
bered as one of the blackest days in the 
annals of Bomber Command. 

Squadron Leader Harris, leader of 149 
Squadron from Mildenhall, Suffolk, returning 
in the same direction and anxious for the 
safety of the battered survivors, saw Flying 
Officer Briden’s Wellington land in the sea in 
the Cromer Knoll area. He saw three of the 
crew clinging to the bomber’s dinghy, which 
may not have inflated properly, so the 
squadron leader, although still over the sea, 
attempted to drop his own dinghy on to the 
wreck, but it did not drop clear, fouling the 
tail plane. 

Squadron Leader Harris at once transmit- 
ted the position of the ‘ditched’ Wellington, 
which was last seen at an acute angle, with the 
rear part of its fuselage only above the water 
His SOS for the trio in the sea without a 
dinghy brought out a high speed launch, 
RNLI lifeboats from Cromer, Sheringham 
and Wells, and a destroyer. Squadron Leader 
Harris, his fuel nearly exhusted, then made 
for Norwich where he landed. Next day the 
search continued but Flying Officer Briden 
and his comrades had disappeared. 


Coxswain Edward D. Parker whose life-boat 
found Pilot Officer Richard Hillary 
—by courtesy of Keystone Press Agency 


Eric Kennington’s portrait of Richard Hillary 
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Fine oil paintings—early watercolours—sea and 
landscapes by Devon artists—signed proofs by Rusell 
Flint and Montague Dawson—and thousands of 
antique and original prints in a wide price range. 
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Popular edition of Richard Hillary’s The Last Enemy 


The total of 6,376 lives rescued by lifeboats 
in World War II does not include the men of 
the British Expeditionary Force brought off 
from the beaches of Dunkirk. Nineteen life- 
boats of the Institution took part in that 
operation. 17 of them manned by naval men, 
and two, the Ramsgate and Margate life- 
boats, manned by their own crews. Between 
them Ramsgate and Margate brought off 
some 3,400 men and both coxswains were 
awarded the D.S.M. 

It was at 1.15 on the afternoon of May 30, 
1940, that the Ministry of Shipping called 
up the Institution on the telephone and asked 
it to send to Dover as many of its lifeboats as 
possible. When the message was received the 
Germans were closing in round Dunkirk and 
the position was very grave. But as soon as the 
Institution got the call it telephoned to its 
stations from Gorleston, Norfolk, to Shore- 
ham Harbour, Sussex. 

While the urgent message was being sent 
to the lifeboats along those 190 miles of 
coast, two of them—those from Ramsgate 
and Margate—were already making for the 
hell of Dunkirk. They took a course through 
hurriedly swept minefields. In command of 
the Ramsgate boat was Coxswain Howard P. 
Knight. Coxswain Edward D. Parker was 
at the helm of the Margate boat. 


During loading operations carried out in 
darkness, for lights were answered by enemy 
shells fired at close range, Coxswain Knight 
took a wherry and naval men ashore. A voice 
called to them: ‘I cannot see who you are. 
Are you a naval party?’ He was answered: 
“No, sir, we are men of the crew of the Rams- 
gate lifeboat’. The voice from the beach 
called back: ‘Thank you, and thank God for 
such men as you have this night proved 
yourselves to be. There is a party of 50 
Highlanders coming next.’ 

With the coming of day the shelling and 
bombing increased, with Junkers 87 dive 
bombers pulling out just over their heads and 
propaganda leaflets fluttering down ordering 
the Allied armies to surrender. The sea, like 
the beach, was littered with wreckage and 
was thick with oil, the latter clogging oars so 
that weary limbs could no longer overcome 
the drag. 

The Margate lifeboat reached the beaches 
some hours later than the Ramsgate boat. Of 
the work of the Margate boat, it is recorded: 
“More men were waiting. This time they were 
from the Border Regiment. She loaded up 
with them, and their weight sank her until 
she was hard on the sands. It was now low 
water and she waited until the tide flowed 
and she floated again... .” 


First-aid treatment for a member of the crew of the 
torpedoed London Trade picked up by the Shoreham 
life-boat on July 26th, 1940 
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The All Weather AUTO PILOT 
for Reliability 


Systems suitable for all types of Craft 


Also Suppliers of Hydraulic Hand 
and Power assisted Steering Systems 


ere. “ae 


Tel. 02013 77117-8-9 Cable Auto Pilot, Poole 


United Baltic Corporation Lid. 


SHIPOWNERS Operating regular conventional, container and 
Ro-Ro liner services between the UK and Finland, Poland, 
US, S. R. Spain, Gibraltar & Morocco. 


SHIPAGENTS . 

KIEL CANAL: United Baltic Corporation GmbH 
offices i in Kiel-Holtenau and Brunsbutter. 
Cables: “UNIBALTICO” 


SPAIN: MacAndrews & Co Ltd. 
offices in Bilbao, Valencia: 

and Barcelona. 

Cables: 

“MACANDREWS” 


21 Mincing Lane, London EC3 
Tel; 01-626 3311 Telex: 884271 
Cables: “ORIENTEAKO London” 
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When the London steamer Barnhill was attacked from the air off Beachy Head and set on 
fire on March 20th, 1940, the Eastbourne life-boat went to her help and put two of her crew 
aboard to rescue the steamer’s master who had been blown from the bridge to the fore- 


castle and was lying there helpless 


A German Messerschmitt pilot, his head bandaged because of an injury, being landed by 
the Dungeness life-boat on October 7th, 1940 
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JAMES WALKER & CO LTD 
salute the dedicated service 
given by The Royal National 
Life-Boat Institution since its 
formation 150 years ago. 


In our small way we have been 
able to help by supplying our 
world famous PACKINGS 
JOINTINGS SEALS and GASKETS 
for marine applications as well 

as TREADMASTER M our 
non-slip deck covering used 

on shipping all over the world. 


The work of the rescuing fleet came to an 
end on June 4. All ships were ordered to 
leave Dunkirk by 2.30 that morning. But 
boats were still adrift between England and 
France. The lifeboats of the RNLI, some 
damaged but all very dirty, stayed for as long 
as possible. In those last hours the Southend- 
on-Sea lifeboat saved the destroyer HMS 
Kellet when, in a desperate bid to rescue 
200 French soldiers, she caught one of her 
screws on something under water. As the 
harbour by then had been cleared of vessels, 
the destroyer was on her own, but suddenly 
the Southend lifeboat came by full of soldiers 
and she hauled the destroyer off the beach. 

After Dunkirk followed the Battle of 
Britain (July 10-October 31) and during that 
time men of the lifeboat service went to the 
aid of many Allied and enemy airmen in the 
English Channel and the North Sea. Life- 
boats were launched 1,093 times to the help 
of aircraft in World War IJ. They rescued 
lives from 56 of these aircraft, and the total 
of lives rescued, including German, was 142. 

The total number of lives saved from air- 
craft was small beside the number of launches 
but it must be remembered that, to start with, 
there was really no Air/Sea Rescue Service 
for pilots until later in the Battle of Britain, 
but the RNLI during those critical weeks 
drove its boats to the limit of their en- 
durance to rescue friend and foe. Often, 
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The fighting 
services, ever 
mindful of the 
work of the RNLI, 
assisted at 
life-boat flag days 
during both wars. 
Here members of 
the WAAF at 
RAF North Coates 
near Grimsby, 

are shown in the 
summer of 1942 


through lack of speed, they were too late. 
But more often than not the crews of aircraft 
seen to crash into the sea were already dead. 

It was on September 3, 1940, that, in 
searching for ‘downed’ pilots off the Kent 
coast, the temporary Margate lifeboat J. B. 
Proudfoot found one Pilot Officer Richard 
Hillary, fighter pilot, of No. 603 (City of 
Edinburgh) Auxiliary Squadron, who had 
been shot down and badly burned. He was 
just on the point of drowning. When the 
lifeboat landed the seriously ill young pilot 
it was learnt that he was of the family of Sir 
William Hillary who founded the RNLI in 
1824. Later the pilot officer, who was killed 
in an air crash in 1943, wrote the best selling 
book The Last Enemy. 

Mr. Michael Hillary, the young pilot’s 
father, wrote in a letter to the Margate 
honorary secretary on September 13, 1940: 
‘I am told that my son, Pilot Officer R. H. 
Hillary, who is now an inmate of the Margate 
Hospital, was rescued by the Margate life- 
boat and I want to express the heartfelt thanks 
of my wife and myself to the coxswain and 
his crew for returning him to us. It would 
surely have afforded my ancestor, who founded 
the service, the liveliest satisfaction to know 
that his own kith and kin are numbered 
amongst those who have benefited by its 
wonderful work.’ 
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A Aerial view of Montreal, the 
port at which Manchester 
M™, Liners have exclusive 
{a docking facilities. 


od 
WAY IN CANADA & the U.S. Mid-West 
{| {| One of Manchester Liners 


container ships en route to 


with offices in MONTREAL TORONTO, WINNIPEG, VANCOUVER,CHICAGO, cee: 
DETROIT, MILWAUKEE ve 

In the 75 years that Manchester Liners have sailed to North America, a comprehensive 
communications network has been built. Specially chartered trains carry goods overnight 
from our Ocean Terminal in Montreal to Toronto and then on to further destinations. 
Links with road transport companies give swift deliveries to near or far points. 

Years of experience have sharpened our organisation so that goods flow smoothly 

to their destination. If you want to sharpen up your shipping to and from North America 
you ought to know what Manchester Liners can offer. 


/m.\ MANCHESTER LINERS LIMITED, P.O. Box 189, Manchester Liners House, 
s Sirs Port of Manchester, Manchester M5 2XA. Tel: 061-872 4466 Telex: 667001 
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A direct hit on the life-boathouse and life-boat at Tynemouth on April 9th, 1941. The heavy 
bomb, with a slightly delayed fuse, penetrated and exploded under the concrete floor 
—by courtesy of J. C. H. Cleet 


The Royal Silver Jubilee 1910-1935 \life-boat from Wells alongside the sinking Lancaster 
bomber on July 14th, 1942, when the late Coxswain Theodor T. L. Neilson, searched the 
wreck. The painting was executed by L. F. Gilding soon after the incident. 
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a sure sign 
of efficiency 


The pacesetters in shipping 
warehousing and distribution 


International Marine Management (UK) Limited, 
Trelawny House, The Dock, Felixstowe, Suffolk 1P11 8SD 
Telephone: (03942) 5541 Telex 98459 
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AUTO 


The NM69/2 or NM 708 takes charge of Single-or twin-head repeaters for dash- 


your steering—just dial your course and board bulkhead or free standing 
switch on Repeating from optimum sited master 
Gives accurate course holding transmitting compass 
ANCHOR WINDLASS CAPSTAN DINGHY HOIST 
Types 871 and SW2 Type AJO Types EDH and SW 


INDICATORS for RG5beR ancre.  BAROMETERS 
NECO MARINE LIMITED 


WALTON ROAD, EASTERN ROAD, COSHAM 
PORTSMOUTH, PO6 1SZ, HAMPSHIRE 
Telephone: COSHAM (07018) 70988 Telex: 86149 
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A detail from a poster published after World War | showing life-boat services to ships mined, torpedoed or wrecked 


as a result of the war 


Among the interesting wartime pictures 
preserved by the RNLI is one of a painting 
by the late Mr. L. F. Gilding, a former 
employee, showing Avro Lancaster J-GU 
standing on its nose in the sea with the Wells 
lifeboat alongside. The date of the incident 
was July 14, 1942, and the bold lifeboatman 
standing on the sinking bomber was the late 
Coxswain Theodor T. L. Neilson. 

The story is that the Lancaster was seen 
to come down about three miles out just 
before 5.39 a.m. The lifeboat Royal Silver 
Jubilee 1910-1935 was launched, and Dr. 
E. W. Hicks, who remained honorary 
secretary at Wells well into the 1960s, went 
with her. The bomber was found with its 
tail and part of its port wing severed. 

Back at Wells the following details were 
logged: ‘One airman .. . still conscious . 
was clinging to the underside of the port 
wing. He was lifted into the lifeboat. There 
was no sign of any other member of the 
crew, so the coxswain hoisted himself on to 
the edge of the wing and walked along it to 
the fuselage. Its top had been blown away 
and he climbed inside to search for the rest 
of the crew .... At any moment the aero- 
plane might have turned over, or sunk, and 
the coxswain would have been trapped 
inside her. He searched but found no one, 
and the lifeboat put back to Wells . . . The 
injured man . . . died. The lifeboat then 
returned to the aeroplane and made a further 
search. She found nothing except a rubber 
dinghy, about a mile away. At 8.40 the 
aeroplane sank. An air/sea rescue launch, 
with the help of aeroplanes, began a wider 
search, and the lifeboat returned to her 
station, where she arrived at 9.15. Some of 
the bodies of the other six men of the bomber, 
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all of whom lost their lives, were recovered 
later.’ 

The RNLI during the two world wars 
assisted soldiers, sailors and airmen of many 
nationalities. During the historic attack on 
this country on November 11, 1940, by 
units of the Italian Air Force operating under 
German orders, Italian airmen parachuted 
over the sea off the Suffolk coast. The 
Aldeburgh lifeboat made a most careful 
search from 2.28 p.m. until 5 o’clock without 
finding bodies. However, a parachute was 
picked up bearing Italian markings. 

Later in the war, when the 8th USAAF 
started massive operations from East Anglian 
bases, lifeboats lay at prearranged points to 
receive ‘ditched’ aircraft. 

Somelifeboats fell into enemy hands. For in- 
stance, the St Peter Port, Guernsey, and St 
Helier, Jersey, life-boats were captured when 
the Channel Islands were occupied by the 
Germans. Although the St Peter Port boat 
was mishandled by the Germans the St Heilier 
one went out five times for 35 lives. 

The RNLI allowed three of its lifeboats 
to be requisitioned by the Navy and the RAF 
for urgent duties. The No. 2 Aberdeen life- 
boat went a long way from home—to serve 
with Coastal Command in the Azores. 

And as if this war effort was not enough 
the machine shop at the RNLI Depot at 
Boreham Wood, Herts., when the building 
of lifeboats came almost to a standstill, 
began to make munitions. In the middle of 
1941 it was put on to aircraft work, and until 
the end of the war it was making light alloy 
parts for the famous Mosquito, the fastest 
machine of its type. The depot machined, 
fitted and assembled nearly 100,000 of these 
parts. 


Assisted to save 


ARTHUR BRAY LTD. 


WEST QUAY ROAD . POOLE . DORSET 


YACHT BROKERS 


AND 


SPECIALIST MARINE 
PHOTOGRAPHERS 


Telephone: POOLE 6469 Telegrams BRAYCRAFT, POOLE 


Are you a Quayside type? 


This could be your answer to the perfect holiday. To find out answer the following questions 


Are you mildly alcoholic ? Are you bone idle? 
we have a super little bar you needn't lift a finger 
Do you appreciate a superb view ? Does Nelson’s Blood run in your veins ? 
El we have a boat 
Are you a Television addict? Are you interested in losing the brats ? 
in allthe bedrooms, Colour in some (] children's high tea and babysitting 
Do you enjoy your food ? Are you a menace on the roads ? 
it's good and varied large car park 
Are you tightfisted ? Are you athletic ? 
we give excellent value (| our beds are well sprung 


Egon Ronay and Ashley Courtenay recommended 
Score 10 points for every yes 


H 40% orless. Stay at home and see 
For your reward write to Mary and Robert Stephens o sour Peycntatriel 


QUAYSIDE HOTEL 50% or more. Write for a brochure 
. 70% or more. You're one of us 
Brixham - Devon 90% or more. You've no choice, we'll 


see you this summer 


Telephone: Brixham 3051 - A.A. R.A.C. %&>%& 
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The Newhaven 
life-boat Cecil and 
Lilian Philpott 
after being 
rammed amid- 
ships by HM 
Trawler Avanturine 
in a gale on the 
night of November 
23rd, 1940 
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Rowland Hill’s 
painting in the 
Whitby Art 
Gallery of the 
wreck of the 
hospital ship 
Rohilla on 
October 30th, 1914, 
when the RNLI 
made desperate 
efforts to rescue 
patients and 
nurses 


Rare snap of the 
Cromer life-boat 
picking up a 
solitary bomber 
survivor on 
January 29th, 1942 


KEO SURFBOARDS 


SOLE AGENTS IN CORNWALL 
FOR THE WARRENJET OUTBOARD 
MOTOR 


TWO SHOPS IN ONE 


SURFBOARDS & WET SUITS 
FOR SALE AND FOR HIRE 
TOGETHER WITH A LARGE 
SELECTION OF SURFING 
ACCESSORIES AND BEACH 
GOODS 


72-74, FORE STREET, 
NEWQUAY 


Guided Tours Daily 


A LARGE SELECTION OF 
MALE AND FEMALE CASUAL 
WEAR — JACKETS 
JEANS, SHIRTS, SKIRTS, 
T-SHIRTS AND FLIP FLOPS 


Phone NEWQUAY 5437 


David Sharp 


Pottery 


55 The Mint, 
Rye 


and 


48Ferry Road, 
Rye. 


Radar was first installed in a lifeboat in 1963, the boat being stationed at Yarmouth in the Isle of Wight. The cost 
of the set was largely paid for by a fund started by admirers of Joseph Conrad as a memorial to the great writer 
(seated above) 


MODERN LIFEBOAT EQUIPMENT 


PEOPLE seeing lifeboats at sea for the first time 
have been heard to express surprise that they 
are so small. A lifeboat is indeed a small 
vessel. It has to be because a high proportion 
of rescues are carried out near rocks or sand 
banks where only a boat with a very shallow 
draught can operate. At many places too 
limitations on the size of the boat are im- 
posed. by the conditions under which she has 
to be launched. 

The very size of lifeboats makes the selec- 
tion of the equipment carried supremely 
important. Suggestions are often put forward 
for new items of equipment to be fitted in 
lifeboats, some of which might well on 
occasions be useful. But the rule which has 
to be applied is that every item carried must 
be simple to use, even in severe conditions, 
and necessary to ensure maximum efficiency 
in the boat’s performance and her lifesaving 
capability. A former chairman of the RNLI, 
the late Earl Howe, used to propound the 
maxim that a lifeboat should not be turned 
into a Christmas tree. 

The main purposes of lifeboat equipment 
are to help to reach a casualty; to allow 
survivors to be taken off or for the casualty 
to be’ taken in tow; to provide effective 


This Article is reproduced by permission of the White 
Lion Publishing Co. Ltd, London, from Patrick 
Howarth’s book Lifeboats and Lifeboat People. 
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communications with other vessels or aircraft 
and with the shore; and to give protection to 
survivors and the crews themselves. 

Some of the modern lifeboat’s equipment 
is of traditional kind, whose value has been 
proved by long experience. Such for example 
are the various ropes carried aboard. These 
include the towing and tripping lines for the 
drogue, which is itself a hooped canvas cone 
streamed from the stern of the boat to steady 
her when she is running before a sea. Another 
familiar item is the breeches buoy. For this 
to be brought into operation a line has to be 
fired from the lifeboat to the casualty. This 
is done by a 30 mm pistol firing 150 yards 
of 4-inch line, which acts as a link for sending 
the necessary equipment to the casualty. 
Once this line has been secured the lifeboat 
crew work the breeches buoy to and fro by 
means of veering lines. Lifeboats also have 
two securing ropes, a light heaving line to 
pass heavier ropes, and a line for use with a 
grapnel. 

Made fast around the sides of the lifeboat 
are lifelines, which hang in bights to the 
water line, and a scrambling net. These are 
used for helping survivors out of the water. 
In addition there are coir fenders which are 
used to protect the side of the lifeboat when 
she comes alongside another vessel. Manilla, 
which was formerly used for ropes, has now 
largely been replaced by nylon or polypropy- 
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Life-boatmen 
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for pleasure 
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MANUFACTURERS OF HIGH QUALITY GARMENTS 
390 MANCHESTER ROAD EAST, WORSLEY 


MANCHESTER, M28 6WR, ENGLAND 
Telegrams: ‘'HENRILLOYD MANCHESTER’ Telephone: 061-790 2277/8 


lene, but for some purposes cordage of 
natural fibre is used. 

The standard lifeboat anchor is the so- 
called ‘Fisherman’ type. It is attached by a 
few fathoms of chain to a 90-fathom nylon 
or wire cable. 

The propellers of lifeboats are sometimes 
fouled by ropes, floating timber or other 
obstructions. In some classes of lifeboat a 
plug is fitted in the hull above each propeller 
which can be removed to allow a long handled 
cutting tool to be used to clear the obstruc- 
tion. Lifeboats also carry boat hooks, two 
axes and marline spikes. Storm oil for 
helping to calm the seas around a casualty is 
also carried. 

The engines by which lifeboats are driven 
are standard marine engines chosen as the 
most suitable for each particular type of 
lifeboat. The policy of installing engines 
available on the commercial market was 
adopted in the 1950s. Until then it was 
considered that there was no standard com- 
mercial engine available to meet the exacting 
requirements of the RNLI. This is no longer 
the case, and from the twin Caterpillar 
engines, each developing 375 brake hp at 
2,200 revolutions per minute, fitted in the 
52-foot Arun lifeboat, to the 40 hp Evinrude 
outboard engine in the smaller type of 
inshore lifeboat, various types of engine have 
been adopted. 

Of the many reasons why the modern 
lifeboat is a more efficient vessel than those 
of earlier ages, none is perhaps more impor- 
tant than the improvement in communca- 
tions. This was tragically illustrated in the 
year 1928, when the pulling and sailing life- 
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boat at Rye harbour in Sussex was launched 
with a crew of 17 in response to a message 
that a Latvian steamer was in danger. 

Soon after the lifeboat had been launched 
it was learnt on shore that she was not 
needed. Signals recalling her were fired but 
they were evidently not heard, and the life- 
boat continued on an unsuccessful search. 
As she neared the harbour mouth she cap- 
sized in a following sea. Every member of 
the crew was lost. One year later radio- 
telephony was fitted for the first time in a 
lifeboat. It is not impossible that if the Rye 
harbour lifeboat had been so equipped the 
disaster would not have occurred. 

The radio equipment in lifeboats has 
changed considerably in recent years. Chan- 
ges have been influenced not only by the 
development of new types of equipment but 
also because of the need to adapt lifeboat 
communications to those of other shipping, 
of H.M. Coastguard, of aircraft and of coast 
radio stations. By 1970 very high frequency 
(VHF) radio-telephony, which had been 
developing rapidly during the preceeding 
decade, had become the standard medium 
for communications between ship and ship 
and between ship and shore station within 
line of sight distance of each other. Today all 
conventional and inshore lifeboats are fitted 
with VHF radio. 

Ultra high frequency radio-telephony was 
originally introduced to enable lifeboats and 
helicopters to communicate directly and was 
an important step in ensuring the close co- 
operation between these two types of rescue 
craft, which was perhaps the outstanding 
development in the improvement of rescue 


Certain members 
of crews are also 
trained to carry 
out rescue work 
as swimmers, 
and special wet 
suit swimming 
equipment has 
recently been de- 
veloped 
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One man who undoubtedly owes his life to the 
fitting of a light on his lifejacket was Coxswain 
William Carter, who was washed overboard in 
November, 1966, when the Teesmouth life-boat 
was launched in a gale gusting to 90 knots 


facilities at sea during the late 1950s and the 
1960s. With the general adoption of VHF 
the need for UHF has diminished and no 
new UHF sets are now being fitted into 
lifeboats. 

Radio communication is supplemented by 
more traditional forms of equipment, includ- 
ing signalling flares and a_ loud-hailer. 
Among the devices used is a parachute flare 
which can serve to illuminate a comparatively 
large area round a casualty. 

The echo sounder, which enables a cox- 
swain to know the exact depth of water below 
his boat, and the radio direction finder are 
among the items of electronic equipment. 
For some years after the invention of radar 
no sets were available suitable for use in a 
boat so low in the water as a lifeboat. Radar 
was first installed in a lifeboat in 1963, the 
boat being stationed at Yarmouth in the Isle 
of Wight. The cost of the set was largely paid 
for by a fund started by admirers of Joseph 
Conrad as a memorial to the great writer. 
The suggestion that such a fund should be 
raised was put forward by Conrad’s son, 
John Conrad, who recalled that when, as a 
child, he was on holiday at the seaside, one 
of his father’s first actions was to insist that 
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the whole family visit the nearest lifeboat. 
Radar is now accepted as a standard item of 
equipment for conventional RNLI lifeboats. 

Some of the larger new lifeboats have 
additional navigational equipment such as a 
Decca navigator and an automatic pilot. 
Those of the 70-foot Clyde class, which can 
if necessary remain at sea for some days and 
which have full-time crews, have eating and 
cooking facilities. These boats also carry on 
board a fast inflatable boat for rescue work 
close inshore. 

The comprehensive first-aid kit carried on 
board lifeboats includes pain killing drugs. 
A Neil Robertson stretcher is available for 
carrying injured people on to or off a lifeboat. 
Regular exercises are conducted with heli- 
copters to perfect the technique of winching 
an injured man on a stretcher up into the 
helicopter from the deck of the lifeboat. 
Plastic or insulated sheets and blankets are 
used to protect survivors from cold. 

There have been striking advances in 
recent years in the design and materials of 
the two piece protective clothing and life- 
jackets worn by all crew members. Certain 
members of crews are also trained to carry 
out rescue work as swimmers, and special 
wet-suit swimming equipment has recently 
been developed. 

All lifejackets are fitted with a whistle and 
a light. Reflective strips are also now being 
fitted. Anyone wearing an RNLI lifejacket 
will automatically be brought face upwards 
in water. One man who undoubtedly owes 
his life to the fitting of a light on his life- 
jacket was Coxswain William Carter, who 
was washed overboard in November, 1966, 
when the Teesmouth lifeboat was launched 
in a gale gusting to 90 knots. The call was to 
go to the help of the crew of an oil rig. A 
very heavy sea rolled over the starboard 
quarter of the lifeboat as Coxswain Carter 
went out through the wheelhouse door. 
Almost as soon as he found himself in the 
water his lifebelt light ignited automatically. 
The crew carried out the drill for a man over- 
board with speed and success and Coxswain 
Carter was safely dragged on board. The 
lifeboat continued on her way to the oil rig. 

Foodstuffs needed by crew and survivors 
on lengthy services include biscuits, corned 
beef, self heating soups, chocolate and 
brandy. Cigarettes are also carried. Many 
of those items are supplied to the RNLI free 
of charge by the manufacturers. Electric 
kettles, cooking pots and cabin heaters are 
now fitted too into many lifeboats. 


Yachting Partners 
international 


WE DEAL IN QUALITY YACHTS SALE AND PURCHASE, 
BROCKERAGE, PLEASURE AND COMMERCIAL CHARTER 
INSURANCE AND FINANCE 


17 PRINCE ALBERT STREET 
BRIGHTON BN1 1HF 
SUSSEX 
Telephone: Brighton 23641/2/3 
Telex: 877229 
Cables: Yachtptnrs Bton 


GLUCAS DIVING 
& MARINE ENGINEERING 


“SANDY ACRE ” 
DUNSWELL ROAD, COTTINGHAM, EAST YORK. 
TEL. HULL 845019 
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Reeves for 
Reliability 


SOFTWOOD, HARDWOOD and PLYWOOD IMPORTERS, and 
BUILDERS MERCHANTS 


Millbay Docks and Alexandra Road, Plymouth 
Telephone: 20982 Grams: Baltic, Plymouh 


E. E. SHARP & SONS LTD. 


MANUFACTURERS & EXPORTERS OF 
SHIP STORES & EQUIPMENT 


183, GREAT HOWARD STREET, LIVERPOOL 3 


Rye Shipping Ltd. 


4 High Street, Rye, Sussex 


GEORGE IV. HOTEL 


AA *%*& Resident Manager: D. J. BEATTIE 
Phone: Reception— Phone: Visitors— 
Criccieth 2168 CRI CCI ETH Criccieth 2603 

CAERNS 


A b if | h The George IV Hotel overlooks historic Criccieth and the sea. A 
eautl U ote major modernisation scheme in the hotel has assured every comfort 
and convenience, There are restful lounges, a separate room for 


television, attractive cocktail and lounge bars, and a lift to all floors. 
Each bedroom has hot and cold water, and an electric fire. 


. . The George IV Hotel faces onto one of the most charming views in 
with a bea utiful Wales. The lovely countryside and the blue waters of the bay have an 
° almost Mediterranean look about them. Criccieth itself has two fine 
view... bays and the castle divides the two. 


. : Criccieth has been called the pearl cf the Cambrian coast. Facing 
In a beautiful South into Cardigan Bay, which is warmed by the Gulf Stream, it 


also enjoys the beauty of Snowdonia. The town enjoys a climate so 
resort mild that camellias and mimosa bloom outdoors into the winter. 
Many places of historic and scenic fame are in easy reach. 
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We Supply & Service 


Hamble Inshore Rescue Engines 
also a number of the 
Sailing Club Rescue Launches 


in the Area 


CLASSIC MARINE ENGINES LTD. 


128 PORTSMOUTH RD., WOOLSTON, SOUTHAMPTON 


Argon Arc Specialists 
Sheet Metal Workers 
Welding Fabrication 


ROBIN HAWKINS ENGINEERING 


Arthur Bray’s Yard 
West Quay Road 
Poole, Dorset BHI5 IHR 


Tel: POOLE 5596 


Old J.C. &R.H. Palmer 


BREWERS 


WINE & SPIRIT 
MERCHANTS 
| AND IMPORTERS 


MINERAL WATER 


MANUFACTHRERS 


bd | 
Telephone 2396 & 2397 
(STD 030 82 2396) 


For List of 


Properties for Sale 


and 
Cuctioneeris, Estate Agents, dukntehaee Haltaay 
Valuers and Suwweyous. Accommodation 
in the 


ISLE OF PURBECK 


41 STATION ROAD Local Agents for 


ABBEY NATIONAL 


SWANAGE BH19 1AD BUILDING SOCIETY 


Telephone SWANAGE 2284 
(STD CODE: 09 292) 


SMALLCRAFT 


PORTSMOUTH 


Boatbuilders in Wood & Glassfibre Construction 


348, Commercial Road, 
Portsmouth, Hants. 


Telephone: Portsmouth 26696 


THE QUAY, POOLE 


Connoisseurs of fine food can dine, wine and review the ships in style at Poole’s historic 
quayside restaurant. A grain and provisions storehouse for almost two centuries, The 
Warehouse now provides an unrivalled bill-of-fare in a period sea-faring setting over- 
looking the old port of Poole. The Warehouse is open for lunch and dinner under the 
personal direction of Miss Rachel Allenby, descendant of the notorious 17th-century 
smuggler Captain Peter Jolliffe of Poole. 


Times of eating are 12 noon—2.00 p.m. and 7.30—10.30 p.m.—(Closed all day Sunday) 
A private dining-room is available for receptions and parties. 


Telephone: Poole 77238 


Yacht and Boat Builders : 
Builders of all types of Craft PIERS 
| YACHT CHANDLERS 
| ALAN COOMBES | SAILING WEAR 


Embankment Road, Bembridge, I.0.W. ADMIRALTY CHART AGENTS 
Telephone Bembridge 296 THE QUAY, POOLE, Tel. 3056 


U.K. Prices 


Standard £3,300 De luxe £3,700 


Excluding VAT 


SEAWORKER 22—The result of top flight teamwork by:- 
Designer: LESLIE H. JAMES 
Fitting out: W. L. BUSSELL LTD 


SPEED — SAFETY — STAMINA 


YOU HAVE ALL THREE IN OUR QUALITY BUILT 
G.R.P. BOATS 


* 6 ft. 2 in. headroom in wheelhouse ~% ample sitting headroom in cabin 
%* hatch in cabin roof ~% up to 16 knots with Merak 65 h.p. (Ford) diesel ~& 12 
knots with Perkins 4-108 % choice of four colours %& antifouling standard 4% single 
lever controls ye wheel steering % heavy duty battery 4 full range instruments 
%* emergency tiller handle % solid samson posts %& pulpit + bilge pump + lockers/ 
fish tanks 4% fendoff % seaworthiness and manoeuvrability, owners claim as 
“outstanding” + write or phone now for free brochure 


REMEMBER 
THE R.N.L.I. 
NEEDS YOUR HELP 


DIVING 


SCHOOL 
SWANAGE 


10 PARK ROAD 
SWANAGE . DORSET 


Telephone: 3565 


16 Years Experience Teaching Diving 


We offer a 5 day course in the use of Aqualung. 40 hours training. 
All dives are carried out in the sea. All equipment is supplied. 
Visitors require only a towel and costume. Wet Suits supplied. 
Surface demand and underwater cutting courses are also available 


BOTTLE TESTING STATION @ REGULATORS OVERHAULED 
EQUIPMENT HIRE @® AIR CHARGING 
DIVING BASE — SWANAGE PIER 


Resident Proprietors: 


concorn OWL 


HOTEI CABIN 


CHANDLERY 
BARTON-ON-SEA 
Uae ciiecon SAILING & CASUAL WEAR 
BH25 7HH ry 
We look forward to the pleasure of a 
visit from you. R. S. & E. OWLES 
Rie Re Be 15 Marine Parade 


Lyme Regis, Dorset 
Telephone 2856 


Tel: New Milton 610073 
Restaurant & Residential Licence 
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Telephone: Office 24755 


Service and Quality 


Will Barkworth 
(Hull) Ltd. 


WHOLESALE FISHMERCHANTS 
BILLINGSGATE - HULL 


ARTHUR 
FORDHAM 


Do it yourself Supplies 
Hardware and 
Gardening Requisites 


67 BROAD STREET, 
LYME REGIS, 
DORSET 


Telephone: Lyme Regis 2607 


PILOT BOAT 
INN 


In the Heart of Lyme Regis— 
overlooking the sea 


FULLY LICENSED 


BAR SNACKS 
ACCOMMODATION 


Tel. Lyme Regis 5157 
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Elegant 
Gifts 


ENGRAVING CARRIED OUT 
ON THE PREMISES 


The Street, Charmouth 
Dorset 


Charmouth 581 


NEWPORTS of Poole Ltd. 


AUSTIN — MG — WOLSELEY 


Car Sales and Sewice 


SELF DRIVE HIRE 


The Quay . Poole . Dorset 
Tel. 4187/8 


BARRATTS of SWANAGE 


COURT ROAD : SWANAGE : DORSET 
Telephone 2241 


— 


THE 


VICTORIA HOTEL 


i LIGENSGED. 4! 


Station Road . Lyme Regis . Dorset 


Highbury Hotel 


AA and RAC Listed 


LANE END, &\\ 
BEMBRIDGE 


%* Licensed Restaurant 

% Open all the year 

%* Central Heating 

* Private bathrooms 

%* Indoor Danish solarium 


* Heated swimming pool 


Just four minutes walk up the road from 
Bembridge Lifeboat Station 


SEASPELL 
SAILING 
CENTRE 


Southampton Street 
Southampton SO1 2ED, Hampshire 


Tel. Southampton 25083 


TRIANGLE GARAGE 


3 Court Hill, Swanage 


Service Dept: 19 Princess Road 


Telephone Swanage 2888 (Day or Night) 


© Triumph | Sales & 


CEYCAND| 


Part Exchange 
H.P. Finance & Insurance arranged 


* Self Drive Hire * | 
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Bishops of 


Swana ge 
(JOHN BISHOP) 


Antique & Modern Furnishings. 


31 STATION ROAD . SWANAGE 
AND 
Showrooms over shop at 31 Station Road. 
WORKSHOP and SHOWROOM 
No. 2 Springfield Rd., opp. Brook Garage 
Telephone SWANAGE 3245. 

(EXTENSION TO ALL DEPARTMENTS) 
Valuers for Insurance, 
Probate & Realisations. 


We buy and Sell Antique and Repro. 
Furniture, Old China, Glass, Silver, Plate, 
Brass, Copper, Coins, Jewellery, Old 
Clocks, Medals, Books and Curios. 
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EOTEL BUENA VISTA 
Lyme Resis, Dorset 


A.A./R.A.C. =~ xs 3 bis 7 Ashley 


Courtenay 
A d 
Saji recommended 


Telephome: 2494 


ELECTRICAL SERVICES FABRICATION ENGINEERS 
ELECTRONIC SERVICES 
SHEET METAL WORK SITE SERVICES GENERAL PIPE WORK 


METELEC 


Manufacturing Engineers 


Brays Yard, West Quay Road, Poole 
Tel. Poole 71954 


ALEXANDRA HOTEL 


“An atmosphere of unusual charm, one of the few 
unspoilt places left in a spoiled world. Thoroughly 
recommended for a relaxed, informal holiday.” 


Resident Proprietors :— JUNE & KURT MORGENROTH 
Pound Street - Lyme Regis - Dorset 


Telephone: 2010 (Reception) 3229 (Guests) 


FREE HOUSE -:- FULLY LICENSED 
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When in Swanage visit 


The 
Ship Hotel 


The Square, Swanage 


Lunches and Dinners 
Pleasant Dining Room and Bars 
RAC Two Stars 


Egon Ronay recommended 


Tel. Swanage 2078 


LYME'S 


BRITISH eagle a 


OF THE 


Evan THE ma 
STATION GARAGE 
LYME REGIS 
for 


Service—Civility—Satisfaction 


Rp “Dy -<-D-D Lp Np ip OE 


SUPPLIERS OF PETROL 
FOR 
LYME REGIS LIFE-BOAT 
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WEDGWOOD 
ROYAL DOULTON 
DENBY 
LANGLEY 
MASONS IRONSTONE 
PARAGON 
COLCLOUGH 


COLEBY’S 
of Lyme Lid. 
8 Broad Street 


Lyme Regis, Dorset 
DT7 8QD 
Telephone 2320 
Shop at the Sign of the Toby Jug 


SLATER’S MARINE 
of 
Christchurch 


BOATS FITTINGS 
CHANDLERY 
WET SUITS TRAILERS 


RIGGING 
PAINTS 
OUTBOARDS 


SLATER’S MARINE 
111 BARRACK ROAD, CHRISTCHURCH 
HANTS 


Telephone 2751 


ESTABLISHED 1887 


JOHN GARTER 
(POOLE) 


LIMITED 
THE QUAY - POOLE 


Shipping and Forwarding 
Agents, Lloyds Agents, etc. 


Telegrams Telephone Telex 
‘Maritime Poole’ Poole 4102 41176 


PARKSTONE 
DINGHY CENTRE 


SALTERNS ROAD 
PARKSTONE 

POOLE - DORSET 
Tel. Parkstone 746189 


Stockists of the ‘‘Moorhen” 

range of dinghies. Various 

dinghies, new and second- 
hand, always available 


* 


Yamaha, Ailsa Craig and Suzuki 
Outboard Motors etc. 
Always in Stock 


* 


PAINT, CHANDLERY and ALL 
BOATING EQUIPMENT INCLUDING 
LIFEJACKETS & CLOTHING 
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PARKSTONE BAY CRUISERS 


Parkstone 747857 STD 0202 


Fredk. €. Mitchell 
& Sons Ltd. 


Turks Lane ; Sandbanks Road 
Parkstone - Poole - BH14 8EW 


BOAT BUILDERS AND 
MARINE ENGINEERS 


* 


Main Agents for 
Mercedes-Benz, Sabb engines 
Crescent Marin 


In the heart of Christchurch 


The 
Copper Skillet 


CHURCH STREET 


Licensed Comfortable 
Restaurant Residential 
with varied and Accommodation 
reasonably priced with TV lounge. Bed 
menus. and Breakfast terms. 
Open all year round Car Park 


TELEPHONE CHRISTCHURCH 5485 
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BEMBRIDGE 
HARBOUR 


Isle of Wight 


(Bembridge Harbour Improvements Co., Ltd.) 


| A limited number of marina-type private 

berths are available from time to time at 

the Company’s Port St. Helens Yacht 
Basin in Bembridge Harbour 


Application may be made to: 
Mr. Martin Woodnutt 
Harbour Manager 
Harbour Office 
Bembridge, I.W. 


MORNING COFFEE 
LUNCHEONS 
SNACKS 


the 
victory 
Inn 


ROD & VAL THEOBALD 


Hamble 
Hants 


Telephone Hamble 3105 


HARRY ROSE 


(TOWAGE) LIMITED 
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Powerful Diesel Tugs 24 Hour Service 
V.H.F. : Radar 
Echo Sounder Salvage Pumps Etc. 


14 WEST QUAY ROAD 
POOLE, DORSET BH15 1JD 
Telephone POOLE 2060 POOLE 3680 


All towing carried out under the United Kingdom 
Standard towage conditions 


Export Import 


Shell Shop 


THE COBB 
LYME REGIS, DORSET 


Telephone 
Lyme Regis 2175 
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SUPPORT THE R.N.L.I. 


AGCQ 74 Published by The Royal National! Lifeboat Institution, West Quay Road, Poole, Dorset BH1I5 1HZ 
Agents: McMillan Martin Ltd , Byron House, London Road, Macclesfield, Cheshire SKIT 7QX 


Printed in Great Britain (WE) 
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Dependable Marine propulsion diesel engines in the 84-260 b.h.p. power range 


GARDNER ENGINES (SALES) LTD 


PATRICROFT, ECCLES, MANCHESTER M30 7WA. Tel: 061-789 2201 
LONDON: 130 Brixton Hill, London SW2 1RS. Tel: o1-671 0978/9 
GLASGOW: 124 St. Vincent Street, Glasgow G2 5ER. Tel: 041-221 0887 


As Shipowners 


We extend our gratitude to the R.N.L.I. 


M.V. APRICITY AT OSLO 


Shipowners specialising in trades between United Kingdom, 
Continental, Baltic and Mediterranean ports 


DIRECT LINER SERVICES BETWEEN 


Gothenburg — Belfast, Dublin and Newcastle 


EVERARD F. T. Everard & Sons Ltd., 


6-8 Fenchurch Buildings, London EC3M 5HX 
Telephone: 01-481 8181 Telex: 887230 


GROUP OF COMPANIES fil hf 


